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PREAMBLE:
The Penticton Recreation Department acknowledges and supports the rights of mothers to breastfeed their children at the Community Centre and Pool.

The Human Rights Code in British Columbia (Ministry of Attorney General, April 2007) states:

“It is illegal to discriminate against a woman because she may become pregnant, is pregnant, or has a baby.  Nursing mothers have the right to breastfeed their children in a public area, and it is discriminatory to ask them to cover up or breastfeed somewhere else.”

The Health Protection Department for Interior Health provided a position statement regarding Breastfeeding in Pools which states:

“There is no significant public health threat to breastfeeding in pools or pool facilities.  Breastfeeding should be supported because of the significant health benefits to the baby.  Pool operators are encouraged to provide safe and comfortable breastfeeding opportunities for lactating mothers.” (Interior Health website, HPG9040 January 2009)

PROCEDURE:

Recreation Department provides a welcoming and supportive environment for breastfeeding mothers through:

· Creating a breastfeeding friendly area in the Community Centre and identifying that location should a mother request a comfortable area to breastfeed.

· Not asking breastfeeding mothers to cover up or relocate.

· Displaying “Breastfeeding Welcome Here” decals at the Community Centre.

· Responding to concerns from other patrons that breastfeeding is an acceptable and supported practice in our facility and that we would be in violation of the Human Rights Code of BC to ask a nursing mother to cover up or request that she breastfeed in another location.

· Orientating staff to this procedure and providing information on being a breastfeeding friendly facility.
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